Wild B.I.R.D. Information and Rehabilitation of Denver

P.O. Box 101133, Denver, CO 80250

volunteers@wildbirdrehab.com

303.751.5385

Volunteer Application

Date: _____________________ Date attended Orientation Session: ________________

Name: _______________________________ Driver’s License #___________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________

Home Telephone: (     ) ___________________________ Best Time to Call___________

E-mail address________________________________ Desired Start Date____________

Work Telephone:  (     ) _________________________ Best time or OK time to call:

Emergency Contact:  ______________________________________________________

Contact’s Home Telephone:  (     ) ____________ Work Telephone (     ) _____________

Contact’s Address:  _______________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________

What Volunteer Positions Interest You Most?

____Bird Rescue

____Bird Transport
____Administrative Support

____Computer Support
____Direct bird care
____Facility Maintenance

____Educational Assistance
____Fund raising
____Grant Writing

____Newsletter/Publications
____Public Relations
____Special Events

____Telephone Assistance
____Volunteer Coordination
____Other_______________

How did you learn about volunteer opportunities at Wild B.I.R.D.?__________________

The following requirements must be met before becoming a Wild B.I.R.D Volunteer:


You must be a minimum of 18 years of age


You must have a current tetanus shot


You must complete the on-site volunteer orientation


You must have a strong interest in caring for birds

Why do you want to be a Wild B.I.R.D. volunteer? _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Describe your experience in working with birds: _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What specific skills and/or experience would you like to use in you volunteer work at Wild B.I.R.D? ___________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

How do you feel about euthanizing birds that cannot be treated and released? _________

________________________________________________________________________

Do you have asthma, upper respiratory allergies or are you immune compromised? _____

The Wild B.I.R.D. Rehab Center is staffed year round. September through April, we are open from 9am to 5pm.  May through August, we are open from 7am to 9pm.  

Please indicate the hours you would like to work

	Day
	Morning Hours
	Afternoon Hours
	Evening Hours

	Monday
	
	
	

	Tuesday
	
	
	

	Wednesday
	
	
	

	Thursday
	
	
	

	Friday
	
	
	

	Saturday
	
	
	

	Sunday
	
	
	


Other comments regarding your availability

________________________________________________________________________

                                                               Thank you

Wild B.I.R.D. Volunteer Rules

In an effort to help us help injured orphaned birds, Wild B.I.R.D Information and Rehabilitation of Denver, Inc. (Wild B.I.R.D) has adopted the following rules that apply to volunteers:

1. If in doubt, please ask before undertaking any action.

2. If you are injured in any way while at Wild B.I.R.D, please report your injury immediately to the shift leader.

3. Please take care of yourself! We ask that you wash your hands frequently and that you wear protective gloves and masks when appropriate.

4. No visitors are permitted at the Rehab Center, unless authorized by the on-call rehabilitator(s).

5. Please move quietly and slowly when in the bird care areas.

6. Some birds require special care.  Treat only those birds that you have been asked to treat.

7. If you are unable to be at Wild B.I.R.D at your scheduled time, please arrange for a substitute for your shift from the list of approved volunteers and then notify your volunteer coordinator.  Please give us 24 hour notice of the change in shift personnel, so we know to expect the change.

8. Please remember that only Directors or designated employees are authorized to speak or write on behalf of Wild B.I.R.D.  Please refer all media questions, requests, or inquires to a member of the Board of Directors.

9. On occasion, for publicity of public relations purposes, we may photograph you during our volunteer work.  Before publishing the photographs, we will ask you to sign a photographic release.

10. We may make reference to your work as a volunteer in either our publications or educations activities.  If you do not want your name mentioned in either of these contexts, please notify the Board of Directors in writing.

We hope that your volunteer work here proves to be a positive, rewarding experience for you, as well as for Wild B.I.R.D and the birds under our care.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding the operation of Wild B.I.R.D Rehab Center, please contact a member of the Board of Directors.

Last Name: _____________________________ __First Name: ___________________________
Emergency Contact: ___________________________ Contact Home Phone: _______________
Contact Cell Phone: ___________________________ Contact Work Phone: ________________
WAIVER AND RELEASE OF LIABILITY

This document MUST be signed below

I know that my volunteer services will be performed by me at my own risk.  I recognize and accept the fact that, in handling wild birds, I may be injured.  I understand Wild B.I.R.D. Information and Rehabilitation of Denver, Inc. (Wild B.I.R.D.) is not liable for any personal injury that I may suffer while on the premises at Wild B.I.R.D. or while acting as a volunteer at Wild B.I.R.D.

On behalf of myself, my heirs, personal representatives, and assigns, and as part of the WAIVER AND RELEASE OF LIABILITY, I agree to the following terms and conditions:

1.  I am aware of the dangers and risks that are associated with volunteer activities that I may undertake on behalf of or at the direction of Wild B.I.R.D.   I have read the information provided on zoonoses.

2. I hereby release, discharge, indemnify, and hold harmless Wild B.I.R.D. (and its agents, Directors, employees, and staff) from any and all claims, causes of actions, and demands of any kind or nature that may arise from any personal injury that I may incur or suffer at Wild B.I.R.D.’s premises or while performing any services for on behalf of Wild B.I.R.D.

3. I confirm that all the information supplied on this application is true and correct.  I also acknowledge that Wild B.I.R.D. has the absolute right to terminate my volunteer participation at any time and such decision is solely within Wild B.I.R.D.’s discretion.

4. I further acknowledge that I am neither an agent for nor a representative of Wild B.I.R.D.

5. I have read Wild B.I.R.D.’s volunteer rules.  As long as I am a volunteer at Wild B.I.R.D., I agree that I will follow the current rules, regulations and instruction of Wild B.I.R.D. in performing my volunteer activities.
Signature of Applicant: ________________________________________________

Date Signed: _________________________________

THANK YOU FOR BECOMING A WILD B.I.R.D. VOLUNTEER!

WE WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO HELP THE BIRDS WITHOUT YOUR ASSISTANCE!
Zoonoses of Importance in Wildlife Rehabilitation 

Margaret A. Wild, Colorado Division of Wildlife, 317 W. Prospect Road, Fort Collins, Colorado 80526 

W. John Pape, Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, 4300 Cherry Creek Drive South, Denver, Colorado 80222-1530 

Zoonoses are infections or infestations shared in nature by humans and other vertebrate animals. Because wildlife rehabilitators work with animals that have unknown health histories, may be ill, and may be more susceptible to disease due to the stress of captivity, there is a risk of exposure to zoonotic diseases. Although infection of wildlife with most zoonotic diseases is uncommon in Colorado, it is prudent to follow precautions when housing, handling, and treating wild species. In general, most problems can be avoided by using common sense and good hygiene practices. 

Although the primary goal is prevention, identification of zoonotic disease in animals and humans is important as well. Inform your family physician of any potential exposure to zoonotic disease and use the physician as a source of information.  We are constantly being informed of diseases that can appear from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and veterinarians keep us informed of potential exposure to, or illness from, a zoonotic disease. 

Enteric Diseases (relating to or part of the intestine)
Giardiasis 
Causative agent: Giardia lamblia is a common intestinal parasitic infection. Human cases of giardiasis usually originates from other humans (directly or via contaminated water), but may result from contact with infected pet animals or wild small mammals.  In wildlife center, birds and fowl may carry Giardia.

Symptoms: May include abdominal pain, diarrhea, and weight loss. 

Treatment:  Quinacrine or metranidazole is effective against giardia. 

Salmonellosis 
Causative agent: Numerous serotypes of Salmonella are pathogenic to humans and other mammals, birds, and reptiles. The bacteria are spread in feces of animals with diarrhea or with subclinical infections. 
Symptoms: May include diarrhea, vomiting and low grade fever.
Treatment: Broad-spectrum antibiotics (especially oral).
CHLAMYDIAL
Psittacosis 

Causative agent: Psittacosis is caused by Chlamydia psittaci. Although the rate of infection is low in wild birds, most avian species are likely susceptible, especially during stressful periods (e.g., captivity). 

Symptoms: Chronic, nonspecific respiratory symptoms (flu-like fever, body aches, anorexia).   A severe pneumonia with relatively mild clinical respiratory signs may occur. The disease is generally more severe in older individuals and those with underlying respiratory disease

Treatment: Tetracycline is generally effective.
PROTOZOANS:

Trichomoniasis

Causative agent: Trichomoniasis is a disease caused by a variety of parasitic protozoans that wild birds usually all have. (It is seen mostly in pigeons and mourning doves). 

Symptoms: Cheesy growth inside the mouth, ranging from whitish to yellow, wants to eat but cannot swallow, emaciation.

Treatment: Flagyl and Emtryl are effective drugs. Carnidazole/Spartrix is effective with treating wildbirds.
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